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INTRODUCTION

The American Public Gas Association (APGA) appreciates this opportunity to submit comments in response to the
Building Performance Institute’s (BPI) proposed BPI-1100-T-2012: Home Energy Auditing Standard (formerly BPI-101)
(the “Proposed Standard”).

APGA is the national association for publicly-owned natural gas distribution systems. There are approximately 1,000 public
gas systems in 36 states and approximately 700 of these systems are APGA members. Publicly-owned gas systems are
not-for-profit, retail distribution entities owned by, and accountable to, the citizens they serve. They include municipal gas
distribution systems, public utility districts, county districts, and other public agencies that have natural gas distribution
facilities.

The Proposed Standard discourages the use of natural gas appliances by developers and builders, by imposing
superfluous technical requirements and unnecessary repeated performance tests for installation safety that are already
addressed by national codes (i.e., the National Fuel Gas Code and the International Fuel Gas Code) on correctly installed
natural gas appliances, as well as recommending the removal of atmospherically vented classes of national
standards-approved appliances without justification. Natural gas appliances are more much more efficient than electric
appliances and cost the consumer far less to operate. APGA believes the technical requirements, installation procedures,
and recommended tests already imposed by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the National Fuel Gas
Code (NFGC), and the International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC) are sufficient to monitor the safety of natural gas appliances.
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What is your reasoning or technical reference?

BPI BAPS IS NOT ANSI APPROVED AND DOES NOT EVALUATE NFGC COMPLIANCE

The Proposed Standard makes reference to the BPI “Building Analyst Professional Standard” (BPI BAPS) in
Annex A. The BPI BAPS has not been approved by ANSI as an American National Standard. ANSI is the central
body responsible for the identification of a single, consistent set of voluntary standards. Accreditation by ANSI
signifies that the procedures used meet the ANSI’s essential requirements for openness, balance, consensus, and
due process.

Furthermore, there is no evaluation in the Proposed Standard of whether these new requirements and procedures
comply with existing NFGC. Administration of the BPI BAPS tests could preclude compliance with minimum safety
requirements of the NFGC for which compliance would be most logically demonstrated by code review of building
improvements, such as weatherization improvements, since no evidence has been provided that the tests would
produce equivalent results to code review or that is provisions are compatible and consistent with NFGC.

In view of the fact that BPI is an ANSI-accredited standard development organization and has published the
standard in concurrence with the recognized American National Standards Institute guiding principles, BPI should
be following ANSI procedures in conducting review and comment on the Proposed Standard. BPI has not met
ANSI procedural requirements generally and specifically with regard deference to the minimally imposed seven day
comment period offered. APGA formally requests an extension of time for comment given the short time currently
provided.

Full development of the Standard as an ANSI standard is needed for adopters, including the Federal government
and other standards organizations is needed and unless it is pursued, will be a source of opposition for its use.
With respect to standards organizations such as the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and
Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), procedures specifically require that references standards and test methods
are developed using ANSI consensus procedures. For these organizations, procedurally the Proposed Standard
cannot be adopted or incorporated unless it is submitted through the ANSI process

Certification and Agreement

The undersigned proponent understands and agrees that the above language, information, and/or ideas shall become
the intellectual property of BPI if adopted in the BPI standards.

Date: 2012.07.13 09:57:00 -04'00"

Signature: Bert Kal |SCh DN: cn=Bert Kalisch, Public Gas ou, email=BK org, c=US

Print Name: Bert Kalisch Date: 7/13/2012

The comments are due on July 13, 2012, as indicated on the news release entitled BPI’s Home Energy Auditing
Standard Released for Public Comment.

Please send an electronic version of this document by completing all fields and clicking ‘Submit Form’ in the
upper-right hand corner of this form. If you experience difficulty, please save the form as a PDF and email it as an
attachment to standards@bpi.org.

Phone: (877) 274-1274

Email: standards@bpi.org
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